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The democracy was thus left without a head, and the moderate paity in the city who desired peace and compromise used the opportunity to elect two neu-tial consuls, Scipio and Norbanus Sylla, perhaps supposing the change of faehng to be moie complete than it leally was, at once opened communications with them But his terms were such as he might have dictated if the popular party were already under his feet He intended to reentei Rome with the glory of his COD quests about him, for revenge, and a counter levolutiou The consuls leplied with refusing to treat with a rebel in arms, and with a command to disband his tioops
Sylla had hugeied at Athens, collecting paintings and statues and manusciipts, the raiest treasuies on which he could lay his hands, to decorate his Roman palace On leceiving the consuls' answei, he sailed foi Bimdisi in the spung of 83, with forty thousand legionaries and a laige fleet The south of Italy made no resistance, and he secured a standing ground wheie his friends could lally to him They came in lapidly, some foi the cause which he lepresented, some for pnvate hopes 01 animosities, some as aspiung military adventurers, seeking the pationage of the greatest soldier of the age Among these last came Cnseus Pompey, afterwards Pompey the Gqreat, son of Pompey, suinamed Strabo or the squint-eyed, eithei fiom some personal deformity, or because he had trimmed between the two factions, and was distrusted and hated by them both
Cnseus Pompey had been born in the same year with Cicero, and was now twenty-three He was a high-spirited ornamental youth, with soft melting eyes, as good as he was beautiful, and so delightful